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RallyCross event returns to town
NATIONAL RACE DRIVES

BACK TO HASTINGS

WILL VRASPIR
wvraspir@hastingstribune.com

A
bout 40 drivers have signed
up so far to race in the
Sports Car Club of America
RallyCross National
Challenge this weekend at

Motorsport Park Hastings at U.S.
Highway 6 and Showboat Boulevard. 

But George Anderson of Hastings,
MPH managing partner, said many
drivers will show up and register on
the first day of the event. Competition
at the track starts at 10 a.m. Saturday
and at 9:15 a.m. Sunday.

“If we had 40, I’d be very, very
happy,” Anderson said. “I don’t know
how many people will come. There’s
not a lot of incentive to register early.”

The national challenge event in
Hastings is the last of five national
SCCA rallies of the season. Anderson
said the average number of partici-
pants of the first four events was 25-
30. 

Last year, the national challenge was
a single event with Hastings hosting
the race. 

“The main reason this thing has
expanded is because of the fun they
had in Hastings,” Anderson said.
“We’re anticipating a nice event. If
we treat everybody right, it will con-

tinue to grow.”
The event found a home in Hastings

through the combined dreams of
SCCA members and Anderson’s ambi-
tion. 

RallyCross events started regionally
about six years ago, said Pego Mack of
Topeka, Kan., SCCA Rally manager 

The events grew in size and became
divisional events, and the SCCA
planned to organize a national event
after holding about 262 events in 2004
and 2005.

At the same time, Anderson was
working to promote his new track in
Hastings. In May 2005, he held a
small, private RallyCross event at the
track. Drivers were impressed by the
track because it was more than twice as
long as other RallyCross tracks. 

SCCA officers also attended the
event, and enjoyed the track as well as
and the Hastings area. 

Along with the location, Anderson
said members of the SCCA were
impressed with the way that Anderson
and the Nebraska region of SCCA have
gone out of their way to listen to the
racers’ requests to make the national
event better. 

It was that combination that
brought the national event to
Hastings. The 2005 national RallyCross
event was the first time that a SCCA-
sanctioned event has pulled drivers
and fans from across the country,
Mack said. 

Sixty-six drivers from across the
country participated in the national
event last year, and about 250 specta-
tors visited the track during the week-
end competition. 

This year, the competition was
expanded to include national
RallyCross events from across the
nation. Some of these events were
held in Detroit, San Francisco, and
Washington, D.C. aside from Hastings.

“The importance of this is it’s a

national event,” Anderson said. “It’s a
way to bring people to Hastings.”

Anderson said many of the same
activities, like visiting the Lied
SuperScreen Theatre, will be held for
drivers, along with an additional trip
to the local observatory and planetari-
um, weather permitting. 

“When they come to Hastings, they
have to have fun,” he said. “The way
(the weather) looks right now, it rocks.”

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com

A
nyone with a drivers license
is welcome to compete in
the Sports Car Club of
America National Challenge
Finale at Motorsport Park

Hastings this weekend.
Jon Simmons, RallyCross chairman

of the Nebraska region of the SCCA,
said RallyCross is supported by people
who only do it part time.

“It’s just a hobby for everyone,” he
said. “Even if you don’t want to race,
we could always use the help getting
things ready, and there is nowhere bet-
ter to see the racing than up close.”

Jerry Doctor, event chairman, said
RallyCross is a relatively new SCCA

event. As the national finale, the
MPH event was preceded by other
national events like ones in Detroit,
San Francisco and Washington,
D.C., where there were 24 to 33
entries.

“So even in major metropolitan
areas, it’s a program that’s in its infan-
cy,” Doctor said. “The fastest way to
grow is to bring in people who are
exited about the sport. So, I would say
(new racers) are very important.”  

George Anderson of Hastings, MPH
managing partner, suggested anyone
interested in RallyCross should go to
the course Friday when the track will
be open for practice laps.

Tribune file photo

Drivers compete at last year’s RallyCross event at MotorSport Park Hastings. The event returns to Hastings with racing Saturday and Sunday.

A hobby for everyone
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SHAY BURK
sburk@hastingstribune.com

“Don’t brag about your light-
ning pace, for Slow and Steady
won the race!”

These words of advice from
“The Tortoise and the Hare” are
the key to success for
RallyCross drivers. 

Through turns and curves,
drivers go over bumpy terrain
in a race of time not speed. 

A successful driver must fin-
ish a lap on the course made of
dirt, grass, sand or gravel in a
matter of seconds to win the
race. 

No matter what the surface,
there is no question, this track
isn’t paved. For that reason, tires
become one of the most impor-
tant factors in winning a race. 

“The more grip you have,
the better you are going to do,”
said Jon Simmons of Omaha,
RallyCross chairman of the
Nebraska Region Sports Car
Club of America.

RallyCross differs from other
races, such as AutoCross races,
because it is conducted on
non-paved surfaces. In
RallyCross, Simmons said there
are four categories of races. The
first is street stock, which is
simply a stock car with little to
no changes or modifications.
Suspension and exhaust can-
not be manipulated. 

Basically drivers are able to take
their regular street cars out for a
ride on the track in this class. 

The second is rally street,
which allows for minor
exhaust modifications but
absolutely no changes to the
engine management. Racers in
this category can, however,
choose different tires and

upgrade to more aggressive
break pads, he said. The third is
rally prepared, which gives rac-
ers the chance to modify their
car’s exhaust system and
engine management. 

As for suspension, it’s “pretty
much open.” 

The boost in a turbo car,
however, cannot be modified.
Then there’s rally modified,
where racers have extreme lib-
erty in modifying their vehi-
cles. 

But what exactly will
increase your speed? 

TIRES
Tires are one of the secrets to

racing RallyCross. Tires that
have more grip are an advan-
tage, but what tires you can use
varies on your class. 

In the street stock class,
where rally tires aren’t allowed,
snow tires are a good alterna-
tive, Simmons said. 

Snow tires have deeper tread
and more traction, Simmons
said, which is ideal when rac-
ing on non-paved surfaces.
Snow tires are designed to be
more aggressive than all-season
tires. 

Vehicles in the other classes
can use rally tires, which are
specifically designed to operate
in the dirt. 

Tires are always a top priority
in driving strategy, but they’ll
play an especially important
role at the SCCA RallyCross
National Challenge at
Motorsport Park Hastings this
weekend. 

SUSPENSION
Except for street stock, all

classes can modify their vehicle’s
suspension. Simmons said the

suspension travel, or the dis-
tance from full compression to
full uncompression, is beneficial. 

“The more of that you have,
the better chances you will

have that your tire will stay on
the ground when you go
around bumps,” he said. 

In rally street, racers can alter
their front and rear suspension

and their shocks. In rally pre-
pared, racers can modify their
suspension, shocks and
springs, she said. 
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 all Rally Cross Drivers & Fans.

 4495 S. Gunpowder Circle
 Hastings, NE 68901-8325

 (800) 403-2898
 Fax (402) 463-0268

 www.a1fiberglass.com

 Welcome To 
 Hastings All

 Drivers & Fans!

 922 East South St. • Hastings
 402-462-8330 • 888-371-5010

 Paint ‘N Products
 See Us For Auto Body Parts, Paint & A 

 Full Range Of Auto Care Products.

The need... for time, not speed

SHAY BURK
sburk@hastingstribune.com

RallyCross isn’t your typical race.
In fact, to the newcomer, it won’t
even look like a motor racing event. 

“It is more of a skilled driving
event than a speed event,” said
Jon Simmons, RallyCross chair-
man of the Nebraska Region
Sports Car Club of America.

“The object is to drive through

the designated course as quickly
as possible, one car at a time,”

Drivers race the track alone,
so they aren’t speeding along-
side other vehicles. The goal is
to finish the race in the quickest
amount of time, and the times
of all drivers are then compared
to determine the winner.

While the drivers will be rac-
ing through a course, it won’t

be the 2.3-mile asphalt track at
Motorsport Park Hastings at
this weekend’s National
RallyCross Challenge. 

Instead, this race will be on
the empty dirt and grass fields
to the east of the paved track.
RallyCross courses can be dirt,
sand, grass, gravel, snow, ice or
any combination of those. 

Driver skills tested by course

Tribune file photo

A RallyCross course is a dirt track that is much different from a normal asphalt racing track.
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